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iStaf f at Morningside
Scored as Too Sma

(9^^o*tx^*xi <£^«tt<x /<^
Washington Bureau of The Journal

WASHINGTON.^Julv 11.—
The professional s t a f f at

.Morningside hospital in Port-
land includes only 20 per cent
of the minimum required for
operation of a 350-bed men-
tal hospital, a general ac-
c o u n t i n g office r e p o r t
charged today.

The report, w h i c h also
ch a r g e d Wayne W. Coe,
president cf the Saititafium
company, which operates the
hospital, with billing the com-
pany for more than $231,000
in personal expenses over a
19-year period, listed the staff
shortage as a major "defi-
ciency" at the hospital.

But it said also that the
hospital was deficient in its
contract relationship with the
interior department for care
of Alaska's mentally ill in

! that "remains of deceased pa-
| tients are not 'interred de-
j cently' as required by the
contract."

The GAO report to con-
gress was filed today with
the house interim committee
by Comptroller Gen, Joseph
A. Campbell.

THE AUDITORS d e t e r -
mined that Morningside has
a four - member professional
staff, and cited Dr. Riley H.
Guthrie, mental hospital ad-
visor of the National Insti-
tute of Mental Health, as au-
thority for the statement that
a 20-member staff is the mini-
mum number of professional
positions for a 350-bed hos-
pital.

The investigators b a s e d
their opinion that Morning-
side's dead are not buried
decently on a personal in-
spection of the area of Green-
wood Hill cemetery in which
they are interred. They were
critical of the location of the
graves, the absence of outer
cases or grave liners, and the
quality of grave markers.

They also were critical oi
the office of territories of the
interior department, w h i c h
failed to act on a report by
its medical officer criticizing
burial practices in 1952.

With regard to the com
pany's payments of Coe's per
sonal expenses, the auditors
said that "for the most part'
these c h a r g e s representec
"expenses from the hospital.'

THEY SAID these items in
eluded fuel, light, water, gar-

j bage service, plumbing anc
I electrical repairs, plants anc
! flowers, groceries, mea t s ,

clothing, dry goods and dry
cleaning.

In 1954, they found, Coe
charged to the company »
count $1908 in personal pur-
chases at one Portland de-
partment store; in 1052-54,
$13,958 was paid out by the
company for wages of domes-
tics and gardeners at the
Coe's Portland residence.

Coe subsequently r e p a i d
10,485 of this amount, the

auditors said, "but b e f o r e
1952 the entire amount of
wages for domestic help and
gardeners at Mr. Coe's resi-
dence was charged to the sal-
ary and farm expense ac-
counts of the company, with
no subsequent adjustment.'

The auditors also f o u n d :
that in 1950 Coe and his wife !
went on a trip to Mexico, for !
w h i c h the company paid
$696, and that in the follow-.
ing year they went to South
America, returning via Eu-
rope, at a cost to the_com-
pany of $4281.

In all, from 1946 u-ough
1954, $22,200 in travel ex-
penses was paid to Coe by
the company, the report said.
It added that Coe had con-
ceded that $8525 o*-vthis
amount, paid betwet 947
and 1953 and including the
Mexican and South American
trips, were expenditures of a
"personal nature!"

IN DETERMINING t* a t
$231,000 in Coe's personal ex-
penses had been paid by the
company, the auditors .said
that because of lack of rec-
ords they had e s t i m a t e d
$130,000 of this amount. But
they said that Coe had stated
the estimate "was reason-
able."

The auditors ^aid he cited
the following paragraph from
the minutes of the directors
of the company on December
31, 1935, as covering "his
views as to the propriety of
charging expenditures of a
personal nature" to the com-
pany:

"Wayne W. Coe called the
attention of the directors to
the fact that it had been his
practice to draw or avail him-
self of a few perquisites from
the hospital and this practice
for the past and future was
duly approved by a motion
regularly put and passed."

LIFE expectancy of
wegian female is 72.65
the highest in the world.

or-


