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Progress of work

*Completed 13 Oral History Interviews

* Posted 11 of the interviews on the Mental Health Jukebox Site with outlines and transcripts(insert address)

* Coordinated with KUAC-TV to film five of the interviewees 

* Research begun on resource guide that will include holdings of at least 13 institutions

* Progress made on processing three Mental Health Trust archival collections 

* Created a blog specifically on Morningside (This can be accessed from the UAF Jukebox site at www.uaf.edu/library/jukebox  then go to “Alaska Mental Health History Project”.)
Project Periods and Interviews Addressing Each Period

In our March 5, 2009 meeting, the project team reviewed the phases of this project and where we stand in terms of funding and work progress (see last item below). The project has been divided into four periods: Early History, Federal Response before Statehood, Post Statehood and Resolution of the Land Issues, and Delivery of Services The project is divided into four funding and work phases and funding has been secured for three of the phases. The first two phases were supported by the Mental Health Trust Authority, the third by the Alaska Humanities Forum, and the fourth has yet to be determined. As is typical of any oral history project, the interviewing has not broken out exactly according to these phases or periods, meaning we’ve done a mixture of interview topics in each of the phases (narrators contributed to more than one phase) and we have re-categorized themes within each phase. We have listed the interviews below and the themes they cover:

	Early History

(Morningside)
	Federal Response before Statehood

(Enabling Act)
	Post-statehood and Resolution of Land Issues

(Mental Health Trust Lawsuit and Settlement)
	Delivery of Services

(all time periods)

	Langdon -----------                                                                                               ---------------

	Malone -------------                                                  -----------------                     --------------

	Craig ---------------                                                                                              ----------------

	Brandon                                                                                                               ----------------

	Lowe                                                                                                                    ----------------

	
	Smith
	
	

	
	Lang
	
	

	
	
	Rogers
	

	
	
	Weiss
	

	
	
	Gottstein
	

	
	
	Greene
	

	
	
	Cowper
	

	
	
	Koester
	


Project Goal: Document the History of Mental Health Treatment for Alaskans and the relevant historical events that led to the Alaska Mental Health Trust

Who is our Audience?

· Students and young people interested in an in-depth reference to key issues and the players in the history and fight for services to meet the needs of Alaskans in the areas of mental illness and developmental disability. 

· Trust Board, Advocacy groups, and beneficiaries interested in intimate first person documentation and description of issues by the people who participated in the fight to bring quality services to those in need.

· Professionals who serve beneficiaries.

· Those who may be in a position to work for legislative action on behalf of beneficiaries.

· Persons seeking information about family members

Activity: Conduct Oral History Interviews with Relevant Key Figures 

I – Early History
Perspectives on the Morningside period
Craig, Brandon, Malone, Langdon                     (documentary material from Ellen/Karen)

II – Federal Response before Statehood
Developments leading to and passage of the MHEA 
Smith

III – Post Statehood and resolution of land issues
Land Selection under MHEA



Lang, Gottstein

State Mismanagement  
Weiss, Cowper, Gottstein, Rogers

Restitution and Reconstituting the Trust
Rogers, Malone, Koester, Greene, Langdon, Cowper

IV -Delivery of services
Lowe, Craig, Langdon, Brandon, Malone

With several interviews already completed and a few more planned for May 2009, we feel that we’ve begun to establish good coverage of the early history and federal response periods. We will continue to seek individuals who can add to the Morningside/pre statehood piece of the story as we find them, since they are the most urgent to obtain. 

Given that these events occurred over 40-50 years ago, we are unsure how many more interviews will be possible in these periods. (We also know that the research of Ganley and Perdue is doing a great job of filling in gaps in the story of the Morningside and early API period.) Although we have more interviews planned in each period, we will be shifting our focus soon to interviews about delivery of services, the part of the story that to date has not been well addressed by the oral history component.

KUAC Interviews Completed To-date with High Quality Equipment and Studio Conditions
John Malone

Margaret Lowe

Steve Cowper

George Rogers (follow-up to original interview done at end of a Bartlett interview)

A. Robert Smith

Suggested Follow-up High Quality Interviews by KUAC by Topic

Vern Weiss on decision to seek legal action

Meg Greene on difficulties of determining beneficiaries

Tom Koester on State’s position on resolving and restitution of Trust

Don Brandon on efforts by local community members to get community based accommodations for people with needs.

Proposed New Interviews 

Judy Brady - former DNR Commissioner, served on committee that decided what lands Native Claims could request and that mental health lands were disallowed

Tom Hawkins - original MHTA board member with long involvement in land issues

Bud May - operations supervisor in Juneau for BLM in 1959 when first tract of land was patented to the State under Mental Health Enabling Act.

Jeff Jessee - history of mental health legal case,  settlement, and delivery of services

Nelson Page - original MHTA board member

David Walker - one of the original case lawyers

Phil Volland - one of the original case lawyers

Pat Clasby - advocate during the lawsuit and settlement (ally of George Rogers?)

Sharon Lobaugh - worked on behalf of Alaska Chapter of National Association of the Mentally Ill during lawsuit and settlement

Pat Londo - former administrator of Harborview Hospital in Valdez

Dick Branton - former director of Alaska Psychiatric Institute

Myra Munson- former Commissioner of Health and Social Services and someone who may have had a relative at Morningside.

Claus Naske- historian who is writing a book on Morningside

Dr Joe Bloom, psychiatrist in early API period who lives in Oregon and was involved in the return of Alaska Natives from Morningside hospital.
Ellen Ganley and Karen Perdue- experts on the archival records relating to Morningside

What Will the Jukebox Hold and Deliver

1. Full length oral history interviews, outlines and transcripts with key players.

2. Key documents and photographs that tell the Mental Health Trust story

3. A timeline of key dates and events in the Mental Health Trust story

4. Resource guide to the major collections dealing with this subject at Rasmuson, Anchorage Consortium and other libraries and archives around the country (ie. Oregon Historical Society, Library of Congress) to help future researchers locate original source material

5. Link to the blog on Morningside developed by Ellen Ganley and Karen Perdue which contains a lot of source documentation on the history of Morningside

6. A narrative telling the overall history and referencing as well as linking to quotes and document sections and  pertinent primary sources. (We have a history that John Malone started that could be the basis for this.)

7. If we develop a radio series, then the shows will also be available linked from the Jukebox

KUAC Component

Record a selection of oral history interviews in high-quality broadcast video for use in a possible documentary in the future. Working in close collaboration with oral history staff on which interviews will be recorded in high-quality.

Over years of experience it has been found most cost effective to interview individuals using simple tape recordings and low tech video and then pinpoint those subjects and individuals that we want to capture on high definition video.  These videos will be housed at the UAF Film Archives and are available to researchers and documentarians for use in historical products.

Activity: Collect and Archive source material related to Alaska’s Mental Health History.

1. UAF Archives processing of Rogers and MHTA collections

2. UAF Archives development of resource guide (see detailed listing below)

3. UAA Consortium Library processing of Gottstein collection (summary on their web site and seeking assistant from someone with legal background to assist in more detailed description)

4. Ellen Ganley and Karen Perdue conduct archival research on Morningside Hospital and create blog to access material and encourage the public to provide their own comments and information

5. Original Material Collected from Oregon Health Sciences Library(A Robert Smith papers, Edith Green papers), LA Area Libraries (Margaret Lowe), Daily News Miner Archives, US Census 1920-30, Library of Congress.

Activity: Develop a research guide

The purpose of the research guide is to provide an overview of relevant collections and materials related to the history of mental health services and the Trust. It does not provide a detailed listing or bibliography of the material itself, but rather directs the researcher where to look. 

The research guide is being drafted. Lisa Morris has contacted and worked with 13 collections at the following locations: UAF, UAA, Alaska State Archives, Alaska State Library Historical Collections, Valdez Museum Historical Archive, Providence Archives, University of Oregon Archives, Oregon Historical Society Research library, national Archives (MD), national Archives Pacific Alaska Region (Anchorage), Multnomah County Library, Oregon State Archives, Washington State Archives (Olympia). In addition government documents and secondary materials have been consulted.

Persons working on the Project:
Karen Perdue

Vivian Hamilton

Ellen Ganley

William Schneider

Karen Brewster
Anne Foster

Lisa Morris

Steve Rollins

Arlene Schmuland
Deb Lawton
Michael Letzring

Claudia Clark
Meg Greene

Neisje Steinkruger
Alaska Mental Health Trust History Project:  Budget and Project Description 

(updated 3-5-09) (further updated 4-28-09)

	
	Budget
	Funding Source 
	Working Title
	Description
	Status/Timeline
	Funds Expended

	Phase 1
	$24,984
	Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority in FY 2007
	“Early History”
	1) conduct 6 interviews on pre-Trust period, establishment of The Trust and litigation period; 

2) collect key documents, design Web site, and launch site with interviews and key documents
	Completed 6 interviews; personal papers of Rogers, Gottstein and plaintiffs’ lawyers received; Web site launched at  http://uaf-db.uaf.edu/Jukebox/MentalHealth/htm/index.htm
	$24,984 spent

	Phase 2

Archives

Jukebox

UAA

Statewide/kuac
	$119,000

22,400

44,800

11,200

40,600
	Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority in FY 2008
	“Federal response before Statehood 

“Post Statehood & resolut-ion of land issues” 
	1) conduct 10 interviews and add to Web site; 

2) process portions of Gottstein papers at UAA and Rogers papers and the plaintiffs' records at UAF; 

3) produce reference key and finding aide to collections located elsewhere that are pertinent to the subject and post on Web site; 

4) begin broadcast-quality interviews for preservation of oral history
	Interviews in progress, 5 done so far and on website;  personal papers being archived; broadcast-quality interviews in progress; key reference and finding aide will begin after collections are archived; continuing to seek oral history resources.  Anticipate this phase will be completed by Dec. 2009 - revised completion based on oral history only recently began using these funds after finished phase 1 monies.
	Spent to date: $26,399

Remain: $92,600



	Phase 3
	$50,000
	Alaska Humanities Forum Grant (funds available March 2009)
	“Delivery of Services”
	1) conduct 10 interviews, concentrating on development of services and experiences of providers and beneficiaries and add to Web site;

2) continue broadcast quality interviews
	Anticipate this phase will begin Spring of 2009 
	Rasmuson Library, UAF will manage funds for Jukebox and KUAC; in process of getting fund account set-up

	Phase 4
	$330,000


	Will seek community and corporate donors 
	none
	Discussion needed about appropriate ways to deliver the story (radio, print, event)
	To be determined
	


Project Work Products:

 26 broad-cast quality interviews (6 for Early History, 10 for Battleground and 10 for Delivery of Services)

  1 web site with key documents, audio and video recordings of all interviews

  2 collections at UAF containing personal papers (Rogers) and (plaintiffs’) records from lawsuit

  1 collection at UAA containing personal papers from lawsuit (Gottstein)

  1 television documentary on Trust history (aired on KUAC and other public TV stations)/ not planned currently

  1 DVD of documentary for reproduction and sale to the public  /not planned currently [I would prefer not to sell any product we come up with since it tends to not go over well with people we interview. We can certainly make copies to give away. Did you want to say something about radio shows?
Completed Oral History Interviews by Theme

	Name
	Subject 
	Timeframe/Theme

	Jim Gottstein
	Lawyer during original court case, lawsuit and settlement
	Early History/Lawsuit/Settlement

	George Rogers
	Fought for land definitions and for terms of final settlement, served on interim mental health commission
	Early History/Lawsuit/Settlement/Lands

	Vern Weiss
	Plaintiff in original court case
	Early History/Lawsuit/Settlement

	Mary Greene
	Judge involved in settlement and definition of beneficiaries
	Battleground/Lawsuit/Settlement

	Thelma Langdon
	Mental health care in early days and treatment at Morningside
	Early History/Morningside

	John Malone
	Early days of delivery of mental health services in rural Alaska, fighting for terms of settlement, and serving on the Mental Health Trust Authority Board
	Battleground/Lawsuit/Settlement

	Margaret Lowe
	Mental health advocacy, special education, and delivery of mental health services
	Battleground/Delivery of Services

	Steve Cowper
	Filed original lawsuit as Weiss’s attorney, settlement legal case, and role as governor during settlement period
	Battleground/Lawsuit/Settlement

	Tom Koester
	Attorney General for State of Alaska fighting original lawsuit
	Battleground/Lawsuit/Settlement

	Ella Craig
	Social worker in Kodiak and Aleutians starting in early 1950s, was a provider of services, and experienced Morningside care for patients
	Early History/Delivery of Services

	Herb Lang
	Worked for Territorial Land Office during selection of original mental health trust lands per 1956 Mental Health Enabling Act
	Early History/Lands


Oops, we  are missing Don Brandon and Richard Smith in this chart.
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