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3?05 5.
Portland

fff " Engllsh Court,
1, Oregon,

1955.

Hsnorable *krthony T. I,ausi,
Dlrector, Offiae df Territorios,
U, So Interior Oeparbment,, .--;:-:--?-
!?ashlngton e5, D" C, .e L;iffi= ri#

Dear lir. Lausi

Thls will reply to your telegramu#ot"ti was teleploned. to ne last tr'rl-
,'1FuV and subsequently received in the mail Yesterd.ay.{Rhubarb pulling bo-
"ig* on May 5L, 1955, v+hen I beeame aware of lt durlng the ear3-y part of the
i afternoon, I had been w'onderlng whes lt wouL& begin, ,ho"oi they woultl opsr-

.l ate, and what they would d.o w'ith lt. f had a look and saw a large pile of
I crates and a large tmck in the far end of the fteld.. I laarned. that the
J erates and the truck belonged to tbe Birds Sye Company. ?here v,ras a comp-

I "try 
driver with the truek. There was also an automoblle in the fibLd. in

,i which two lnspectors from the comtrEny had eomo and. spent about an hour rsat-
'r ehtng the operation. Thirty-one rnale and twelve fenale patients and. seven
i' enployees vrere in thc field on the first day. The nen worked about seven
I h.ours and tho l,romen about six hou"rs" fhe rveather that day was eool , clouCy,

overeast, driz.zly and shov,rery. ?he nert day they did not irnrk beeause the
cornpany dirl nct vn"nt any rhubarb on that day. June second. witnessed about
the seme pe;:forrnance exeept that the weather r,tras a llttle nilder. Th:.t day
the truck and crates lrere there, with about the same numbor of Int,ients and
enployees in the fie1d., and the same nunber of hours worked.o June i;trird only
nine male i:e^tients were out, with l-e:s arployees. ?he rveatherstill v,as nct
good.. f belic,ve er srialler hospital truck was used th"rt day" June fourth
(saturd.ay) ttrey had. te:i raal: patl'Tli,s .Lr',, ,r'l u.::'. :. ir^:--i'..r -ll-.:l:. -:.-
;"-*-i;]:er r,.;as not gocd on.Saturday an"1 f vras tol*d tl:at tbe groun,l r''tls."rery
mu,1d.yl The ri:ubarb pateh is ten acres. I heve no irlea as to the yiald arrl
p::iee. It is going to t,he Bird.s 3ye freezing i;lant at Hlllsboro. I haiie trau-
ble fin']lq these thlngs out because I arn not supposed to knov,r" I $houl"d
lor,k the other way, see nothing, ask no iiuestions, hear notiling an$ say less.
Tb.e people around hero elther wl1l- not or a::e afraid to talk, f 'would have
none or woiild. be unable to flnd:n.y v,'itnessesr fhey herre never eanned any
rhubarb hereu fhat -rvoui.i relu:-re too mueh sugat. They do us6 a .rery little
fresh., I asked. i'fayne Coe last Friday hovrr he classlfied. the operation and he
sa.id. lt was ind.uetrial rehabilitatioa th.erapy, harvesting a croF. I tolC hira
that f haii seen no 0T cards and he told :tte that he did not tllink ihat an;r ive::e
neoessary. f tcid. him that !t vras my impresslon that accorCing to you end }tr"
Soodrick tt 1:robably snoulcl be covereri that lvay anC. he said. that he dld not
unrlerstand it thai vrriiy. F'e sald tha.t this ha'j- alvrays b+en thcir policy and
th"r"t they rr'iould. eontinue lt u:rtil told by the )epartrnent to do otherrvise. He
tried" tc pass it al-l- off wi-th a wave of the hand, a few glib renerks, a few
gcner"alltios about tbe therapeutie valuo of the work, etc. Iie inslsted that
the patients were properly cl-othed, thi:.t everybr:dy goes ou! in the rain here,
tbat they ef,,Joyed it, ete" He refused to d.lscuss the commerclal end of it
beyon& r*aytng that einybody would be fooiish itho d id not expeet them to sell-
their small surplusses, t'plol".' them und.er or kill the little pigs6. klhom cloes
he tlrink he is kiddlng? Yesterday and tod"ay the weather was fine and they were

Lout in fu.tl foree both days, r,rith thirty men, ten wcmien and six assorbed enpLoyoes.

"Fnuy 
etrpect to f lnish up tomorroul. I v,rould llke to suggest thai you ask him

\,o*r rnapy tons he sold and to whom an* hor.v aany thousand dollans he n:.ade, wjrat he

i$ going to d.o with lt, how he v;ill handle it on i:is income tax, etc.
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2,

Anytbing like thts is a tougb asslgnnent for me as you rt*y rrell h1ow, rtonly tends to antagonize them more against me and to rnake .r,hen hat e rf;.e moreand give then nore reason to try tc get rid of me by rvhatever raethoc theyc&rlr I do not llke to fight rr,rii,l:. these people, but that ls about the onlyway in which they vrant to deal-. They lril-l flaht anybody to gain thelr own ends.Believe me, r do not llke to write you lette"i tilr* tliis one or the other oneabout the stenographer situation, but that 1s hoh it is. This job has alreadytaken ten years off my life ar:d i am not tooklng for a neart-atiaek or a strokeon ae count of j"t. The apprent lnseer:rlty of ti i.s not very benef lcla1 either.They are hard' to keep up -v'rith for one nan and harder to stay airead of , especiallywith littIe or no assistense. r have heard. employees refer to it as cperi:,tlonRhubasb or operation Bird.s ble. The fenele occupational therapist who had tobe out in the flled and did not llke the assignment eonfided ln me that sh.e didnot like the principle cf the thingl the pati.ents befu:g exploi+,ed, but, that aslong as she needed the job sho had better keep her mouth shut. This jusb glves youa general ldea of tbe thing. To try to go into detail vrould be more elrcumstan-ti"al aad br:rd,ensome. To try to prcve anylhlng wcuLd be futile. r heard, thatthey can even hold tireir own vrith Congressional Comrotttess.-ioitt** one cf themhas had nueh to say elnce they came back from i'tashlngton. The employees eiayth'at Hs113y lras been generally unfriendly late1y. fhey are noror tryipg to gettheir AIA lnspeeti-on before the first of July, r am gcirg to give them a eopyof your telegrem and l!"ite:rou another letter of which r vrill give them a copy.That I larilL do tomorrow. rf you wish an1. fr.rther detail-s, pleiue wr.ite me andf will supply thera if I can.

i?ith best rvlshes and personal regard.s, I $n

Sineerely yours,

htttifit
{}:orge f'. Ke[{, i!,. p.
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