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As the record.s will ind.icate, erbrude Xle0iillvray died" at biornlng-
sid"e before my time here" f remember her name corqing up in previous let-ters and reports since f ealled attention to the handllng of patientrs
funds several )rears ago and, with great rel-uetance on their part having
brought this natter nore or less into the open. i,jr. Coe assigned IL'rs.
Mickelson the job of ilisposing of rrionoy and other property left behind
by patients v+ho died. f eras given to understand that she was taking pro-
per ca"e of it. r some times wond.ered. j,f she lvas permit,ted. tc do so. r
was re]-uctant to ask {flany question;i; or shosr rnueh concern beeause thet is
the l';orst thing f san do around hare. All correspondanee ln connectj.on
with ihat type of buslness is consid.ered. eonpany buslness an6 is signed
by i;iiss Hagna. I seldom see any part of it. liince };iiss }:iagna slgns tbelettersrtltose replies return addressed to her. "ri,fter that, perhaps nobody
kno'ng what happens. A.ecording to lrilss Hagna, thts is none oi ,ay or per-
haps even ihe )epartrnentrs busj.ness. I nlghi state here that regardlessof i,olv it reay be ai,ressed, I do not see maj.l unless i-t i:as my nane on it,
unless it turas out to be ssrnething they ari: unable to handle or do not
want to bether with. For instar.rce, I have run aeross other corresponJ.arce
whleh was handied by lr. Thonpson or i',]iss F,agna, which should have been re-
ferred to and handled by rce" I,lven mail with riry name on it has been {opened
by mistaken" Ii{iss }ia3na takes care of the patientts trust fund. ;is you
might surmise, tkr€Se'r,i,fng" are taken care of in i..;ir. ioefs Cffiee in a
closely guard.ed. and see:'etive inann,r, partieularily by l,{iss Eagna. },trs.
hflekelson 1s lactlned a little less tha'L way, but perhaps only i;ecause she
hates ?tiiss ltagna and because she tries tc play all ends against the rairlille,
lncluding pleaslng me a bit. First and. foremost, she fe*1s that her al_le-
gj.ence is to iiir. Coe and h:i.s inter.ests" That 1s $ihere h,,;r bread. is butter-
ed, what it takes to keep her job, hour to get alalg, and she knows what ls
good for her" I am not su.;posd to know what goes os or ask a.1y questi_ons
aeeordlng to the general attitude. in fact, I am expected and supposed. to
vrcrk for iiiir. Coets intcrest too. J knolrr that there have i:een times when
3"{1ss I'Iagna dld not sholv r:re the patient's trust fund.r:eport when she shou}d.
have d.one so. 0f course, tl:ris wourcl be denied by her and Hr. cog. Getting
back to the ETcGillivray case, I{rs. }r5ickelson cane to me resently and. asked
me to tell har vthat to do about it. I asked hr;r what hail beea done and r,;hat
lts culrent status was. $he stated that she had not done anything about it yet
sn6 thnt the five year perlodl,vould expire in.ranr.larlr. f asked her to brlng
me the file and after looking through it asked her a'hy she l:ad not written
to the former guartlian anel atheir parties whose names appeared in it. She
made no ansi'Jer except to state that si:.e haC proerastinated trecause she did
not knovr';rhat to do. f told her to write to ail those peopJ-e t.o see what wo
could find outf sev.:raL days tater she ret:rrned anrl stated th.at she still
had not done anytliing on the case, an'X by thls tlme f sensed by her rgnner
that she was trying to get someti:.ing aero;s to me or arouse rry suspicion
wlthout salring too much. f finally got from her ihat sh
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to the attention of the llrector. fhis is how I cane to write to you
about lt. By the tirse your lette:: had arrived, sh.e had managed to look
into h{iss liagnats aecount book anrl learned that the aceount had been
raarked closed last ;Lugust. She subsequently made lnqulry about the ac-
count of l:iiss l{agna tn kir. Coets pi:esiince and was told by her that the
aecount had beon elosed last ii.ugust and that the noney was going to be sent
to the teparlment next January. 0f course, for her ovtn proteetiOn, she
had to appear sufficient-i.y innocent in thetr presence, as not to arouse any
suspicion by her question. Subsoquently she told rie rat]:.er ::eluetantly
that neither Xiiss lhgna or Hr. Coe were at all perturbed and thr,t Bir. Coe

t::Lought ihat it eas al-l in perfect order. Apparently l'Ars. E'iickcison figurod
tbat an account of ttrat size was not supposed. to get tco nuch at'tention
from her. Sbe apparently r*ratched to see what was goi.gg*,on as well as she

could and then tesan to suspeet that sorirething mieht/SE"just exaetly right."
?erhaps sbe thought that she was setting a trap for }iiss llagna, thts is
the klnd of stuff arouad here that frequently looks phoney and sornetirues
causes one to beeome susplcious. !irs. I'lickelson could not have had' any
designs on it herself becauso she does not siga eompany cheek. ltotrevert
Miss F,agna does slgn colripany cheeks along *'ith l,{r. iloe. Tou know, sho
has a watch dog ir-ltereet and share in the eonpany with ltir. foe enabling
her to be the secretary and slgn checks. Ii;rs. biiekelson has not had smch

&ore to say and perhaps advisedly'raj.ntt talking'!. She dld. stat,e however,
that apparently one hand was n.ot supposed to and did" not know rrvhat the otlrar
oo* *** daingaround here an,l added that it disgusted her. frow true! fhat
eertainiy is as :verythlng is suppoeed to be as far as f an concerned" at
least on the part of some of them as for lnstance, SJise iiagna, I{arvey i-a-
zelle, an6 perhaps iir. Ooe and ilr. Thompson. Ilarvey Lazclle and )r. Thomp-

soa have been known to tetl the medieal student, tb.e nuxse, an'i help gen-
trraliy to be eareful abou+" r','hat i see and. ]rear or what they tel"l rte cr no*.

f ; 1"'i+ rg:.':i i,r'.': l<:j.:::J 1r,1 i:r:: -i.':'il j:"'r-'i;l' -r-l,l they ]clow whai is good fOf them,
namely if they want to keep thelr jobs. So far then it has not yet been
deter:nlned. who wii.J- get the money. f have often wondered about rqhat has r,:

happened in the past and because I n'ondered made reference to the handllng
of patientts funds several years.ago. i have algo leondered. if Government
money given to patlents being discharged t."s aetual)-y glven to them ln the
arnount el-alme6 for or perhaps sometimes elaimed for and not given at all'
I have also wondered. lf sometimes they were being shaken dosn on the wa$

to the local- dcpots or on tbe rlay to Seattle, Sormer1y l{arvey lazelle
usually took tbe*r to the loeal depots or to Seattle. ft used to be that
an attendant wes always eent to eeattle with then to put them on a boat
or plane, Now when going by plane they ean ueually start from Portland -
One patient d.td rtnite me that an attend.ant took twenty dollars from hlrn
oa the eay to Beattle. Unfortunately, the attend.ant who turnetL out to be

a peflrert and e&coholle had. been ftrod for drlnking before I got the let-
tei anC. hls whereabouts where tben unknown. I naguely recall another eqr*
lier ease where und.ey siiaifar circrmstanees a diseharged f:atient later clalmed that
money had been taken from hlm, but, the attendant eould not be identlfied or
had d.isappeared. They borrow it you knovr. f will leave othor thoughts
between the lines and unsai.d. You may use your own lniagination and draw
your ow:1 eonelusionsn I do not liko to write letlers like this' but it
sometimes becomes neerjssary in order to expS-aln somethlngu The troubl-e is
tbat rshen you start on oae thlng too nany other thlngs come uF and just keep

spreadlng out indeflnitely. fn order to tell a story at all one must be-
come alnost ciroumstantial, as too asny personalltlos and details onter ln.
Thls woul-d. be a better place without at least, Itliss lk'gna. }'tP. Coe pro-
nised. !fus. Mickelson lt{iss Hegnars job siithin a year eAen he hired her. 0f
eourser thls u-as sucker bait de'slgned. to give her an lncentive to l1ne up rlght.
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fnstructions do not nean mueb to ldr. Coe asd. less te l,ilss Hagna referring,
for instaneerto some of your letters. ltfbat I said about ny nail niight al-.
so be apBlied to telephone ealls. ![hen Mlss l{agna ls around she lnsists on
answerlng the telephoae. In thie way she takes eare of many ealIs or direets
to Dr, Thompson ea1lg whlcb should. have been referred. to me. I hope that f
may some tfu*e still acquire a Government salarled secretar.Sr. It would. en-
able me.to do a better job. I was disappointed rsh.en I{r. Coe put the idea
over with your offiee soveral years pgo tb.at only aecounts in excess ol a
hundred. doll-ars should be reported,. iI 3UI{._jygIJ p-gl1lt."p_Fqgl* ng g_epg-1ted.,
ffnough srsall accounts do add up. Things have always been thus here only
worse perhaps. fn fact, they are better now tban they have ever been be-
fore. f bope that you take thls for lvhat it is worth and as you rnight be
able to apply it sone tlme' I wrlte you in conflilence besause any other
way would create mueh unpleasantnegs. I am not unbappy and by applylng
objectlvlty and a sense of buraor am able to function quite comfortably and.
effieieatly. ft takes much taet and diplomacy and nany Ilttle th.lngs must
be taken for granted or overlooked. tn ord.er to get along in this defensive
and eompensating atmosphere. I know what they think and how they feel,
even what they say and. do. It would probably eoartlnue-aore or less this
way rogardless of wh.o would be here to the end., f will have some corunents
on btr. Coers recent letter to you soon. Tbat ofeourse too wlll" be eonfl-
d ential

Slncerely yours,

i:7 ft,1{ql r''6. yt. xA:/-u=, M. D.
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