
e705 S" lt. Engllsh Court,
Sortland l, 0regcn,
leaeuber 26, 1954,

Honorable 9f1111an C. Strard,
Director, 0ffice of Terrltoriest
U, S. futerior Dopartmeatt
Washlngton ?5, D. C.

Dear Mr. Strand;

Thank you for yow letter and seagonrs greetings of "Decernber 31st.

I bad antlcipatett that prcbably Saturday, Deeenrber J"8th might be anotb.er
field day, but uB until the time vihen f left on Tuesd.ay afternson nothing ap-
peareal. Ilowever, sinee last irylting you I did lmrn tbat some if not most of
the Letters presune.bly written aad slgned by Dr. Thompson, sMediaal Directorn,
were actually written by young Coe for Thompsouts slgnaturen ft eame about like
this. I saw a copy of a letter frora thompson ts Dr. Anderson ln whlch some lylng,
throat cuttlng referenoes to rne aad mlsquotatlons attributecl to rne appearecl' '3ihen
I callec[ Thompson on lt he excused. hfaself by saying tbat Coe had wrltten it for
his sigaature and had. asked. him to sign tt and that slnce he works for Soe he had
ao other choice and had to do lt. 'ffhen f meationod it to yourtg Coe, he merely
lauglred, They are oot fooling Anderson though, and as far as he and I are con-
cerned, we have everybhing straight botweelr ue. rj'Ihat I have said about no letters
appearlng apparently was only tbe lul-L before the neri storm though. !.Itren I weat
out there for the Chrlstroas parby Yesterday I looked through v*hat had. aeeunulated
oa ny desk and also looked lato tbe flle basket. Lo and behold, there it was.
Copios of eeventy-four {VA} fetters, rnmt of them apparently vrritten by young Coe
and signeel by fhonrpsorlr rMedicaf Dlreetortr. All were d.ated )ecember ?lst" That
was the last day I was there and rshen f J-eft a llttle early. They must have kept
the girls there a1l night typlng la order to get the letters in the roail so that
at leaet some of tbem oould or woul-d reach their destlnations before Christrras. f
w111 enclosa a sample, They we::e ad.dressed. to what apparently had been presuraed.

to be lntorested relatives of better than average (social, eeoaomlc, ete.) more cr
less reeent admissions. tr{ost of them went to the ferritory. The one I pleked at
random for my eopy rs€"ely happened to be a statoside one by coineidonce. Now let
us bave a eloser look at the letters. They sbouLd talk about good will toward rnen.
The Fhospitaf ehotrn amounted. to a few employees not on regular d.uty vo1'rnteering
to do a llttle earollng, and perhaps not too voh.uterlly. It was more rcythioal than
real. The ,santa is ordharll-y the farn crew boss. The sock was that llttle, red
mosquito netttng eommerclal klrd. fhe 'rpersonall-y selected gift for each from the
hospital"n ls usua]ly sone eheap llttle ltem. They negleeted to merbion that the
Government aU-oll's them four hundrecl dollars for thls. I have even beon apprehen-
slve about that,. 1,{ea1 of the year is right" llke tbe old fellow said about the
hard boiletl egg for Sagter breakfast aot bappenlag again for aaothe? year. It used
to be the one time la the year wben they got pork sboulder. At ny su,ggestion it
has been turkey for sovera3" years, perhaps two or tbree. 0f cotrge, lt ts not the
best grade, but tu:rkey nevertheless. It eould. be ttrat tr:rkey night even bave been
eheaper thaa hone grown pork shoulder recently. f have nsb observed the lntients
exchanging gifts ai any party. Except for a Little trirarning and several praid musi-
cians the party is not much different tha.:a tbe ustnl dances or musical games put
oa by the OT department every week ln the year. The nphotcgraphs" are an lnnorrat-
i.on. fatients are supposed to be photographed routtnely for the files. They were
abogt a year behlnd on thls and reeent}y took some snap shots to get cumento That
must, have given someone an id.ea and so they hatl an exbra one prlntecl to send to some-
otxtso Formerly f took eare of an ocsassloaal request from some relative for a pict-
ure by sencling the file copy and having another ono prlnted from the negative which
was also ia the file. lthlLe I ern thlnklng about it, I mtght say that until not too
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long ago f found it diffieult to get them to put anything exeept three eent
stampe on any of lqy Lettere" Flnally, after ma&y eomplalnts from people tn
the Terrltory about tbe letters not gettlng th.ere for vreeks ard requests to
alr nail tbem, f nranaged. to get them to break dosrs reluctant3-y to put air nail
starips on so&e of then and even then old. Miss fiagna used. to sneak some that I
had d!"esignated for air mail out wlth three cent staraps on thm. That was aIL
parb of saviag aad. raaklng raonoy for the eoripany (pinching penniesl. 6slng back
to the Christn^es letters, f would say that they were mostJ-yilbullnand perhaps not
even ethlcal" I have nsver heard of or s6en evea the most uuethical", advertislng,
publicity seeking, eheap, commersial, mercenary private place go in for thls klnd
of stuff" I tbink tbat it ls ln flagrant disregard of, everlrthine that ts deeert,
standard, custonery, aeeepted practlce, and the l-ike* One patlent droppetl dead at
the party shile dancing before I got there. f*alm.a also put on hls usual sGldd.iap

lfapoleoar aet at the parby after bolxtg tntroduceil as Doctor Coe by the I*C, who ap-
parently did not how any better" A fellora: has to be a llttle ttght to nake e fool"
of hlmself llke that. He rnrgt b.ve read my though.ts, becau€e even thougb I sij.l-ed
and appJ-audecl a l*tt1e, be oame over to me and tolil ne that if I th.ought tbat I
oouLd do any better I shoulil get out there and try lt aad he was not very pleasant
about it,, aor d.ic! he srnile c&.en he said. lt. That confirned the preced.lng sentstrg€c
tr{aybe for eight hrmd.red thousand. s year one san afforil to ntake a fool of bimse1f at
the Christrnas party.

I woul-d like to guote from a letter whlch f received from Dr. Anderson after
Coe recently wrote to hln; 'rThe attttude that I expressed. toward, Mornlngside is
almost unlversal in the Territory of Alaska" ff I had. sald anything lesa crJ"tieal,
Alaskans wor:ld have considered me a traltor" Aetually I feel far more critical
than ry statement indicateso Hr. Coe twisted the vdrole thing around to make it
look as thoughi I was critieizing you and the Department of the fnterj-or. I have
no erlticjsm of you, but I am critical toward the way li{r. Coe has run }doraingside
for rnany irears, Eis letter woul-d suggest that one llttle word of rnine soulil des-
troy fifty years of sweet r:nderstanding and confidenee between .:,laskans and hls
magnif, leent medieal" instltutionti .

I wonder lf they are gotilg to ontevtain the $eeretary or have him out for a
d.eluxe tour while he is arotmd this week"

The filos have not been locked as I suspected that they night be" Probably
they lost the keys for them too, 0f eourse, there is still a ehance tbat they
mlght lock them"

I might say agaln that thls place wa$ a sorsy mess and a deplorable situa-
tion wbea I eame b.ere. Sornethlng Jus+. ha$ to be done about it and" I started the
bali rollir:g. Sverybhing that bas been done slnce started from tb.ere. To know
the truo picture one would bave to know ln detail hovr things were then and what
has taken plaee since and how and why. It has not been esy and eve4'thing tl:at
has been done has come vrlth great reluetance and resistance" ::it that tirne your
office consid.ered 1t a publte di:grace v,lhish might burst into a nationel seandal
if sometiring nere not done about lt' &1)" relnrts have bee:. accurate and. reliable
and tha reccmmendatlons very apropos, except the last cne. n srJall part of that
end a fer.'r things is it are al-I right, but about r:ost of it I hve mixed emotioRs,

Referring back to Coers letter of Deeenber 10th, I raight state that rqy pre-
decessor, aceor,ling to infornation which f ree eirred, let eo::;ri:s::i]:;r.i.i:i-ic:i ilrlililt;t:*late
i'o:: a i::*nth at a tilne enitr tiren vrhen lre felt llke it sane afternaon wculd *::.si4,'er it
aU" at ose *,ifte" f might alsc te,1-tr you that d'sing +"ho f,ctrr lnonth gap betvree.n hl"s
Saaving a:rd my ccraing the mail wirieh he used to handle vtas ailovred to &ecltrnula+*s
e.:ad. i,uas saved for me tc take eare of" ?here l,lnas e whole desl; drawer stuffd. full
irtth it, !',lby diC not Coe take eare of 1t th.en? By tn'rpLoring tho late.*r. Serrur-
ierts assistaneo at that tisre I rnenag*d ta goi it eugent ia a fei,s days and._eince
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ti:en I le.ve kept i* eurrent *xcept f*r vrhat they have b'eea snatc-hing lately,
There fi,?as a tirne and tbat not long ago ivb.en they did.rnt give a danrn about pub-
1le relations r:r a*l'-bhing else in the Territory or anywhere else. tloney was
the only thing that eounted. or neant anything and aetually that ts no doubt
still eo" ?his cther stuff is either sham, or necessity as they now see it,
or what they think ls their opportunlty to nake me look bad. and tr;' to get rid.of me" As f have told you before, f have reeieved nothing but rotten treatnent
here and they have d.one everythlng th.ey eould to try io run me off siuce tbe dap"f earne, except thdt aow they have the perfect combination and think that they eanget the Job dona, Coe real1y tcld you a:rd me all" abcut psycb.iatry. He shcutd
know, he needs some, only, 3 think ths.t Jantor needs it worse, except that psyeiro-
paths eannot be benofitted mueb. by it. Beferring back io Coers 'lnteroffiee cmciu-
nleationF of Deeenber L0th, I must admit tbat I agparentJy let bhern trlck me into
somethlag wlth thelr iir:gust 3rd l"etter f allswed, them to eajoS.e me into slgning.
Tbis will, of co'Jrse, have to be further straightened cut, It has not beeel eon-
venieut or exped"lent to try to do anythlag more about it so far, but I intend. to
do so as soou as possible. I eb.alL grlte to some of those people and agenclee ia
Alaska and try to flnd out just exaetly t*rat th*y und, and elpeet a$d wbat they
propose ta do after that. Jt will be lnterestlng to see what they come up with.
I feeL that it wi1l be closer to what I have been doi:rg than all tb.e othey recent
brain stor$s" ?he most reeent criticisrc Coe refers to must be scmethir6 Junlor
and fhompson as{ie up out of something }fr" Fugh sald wben he sras thetr luncheon
guest anl it was probably'nothlng like they would try to nake lt appmr. f have
it from Dr" $ehumaeber that E{r, ?ugb rras not taken by then cne blt" t\so weeks
more on the board bill after lt has been deflnltely deeid.ed. to dlscbarge a pat-
lent back to alaska vEqrld be just *d.uckj"et for thsm. At sny rate, we shoul6 not
like the tone of lt, particularily as he Fresumes to give us ord,ers.

Fow it will be interesting to see wbat they will have pulletl off or cooked
up by next Monday. Certalnly, there have been fen'duI1 noments around here ]ate-
ly due to the paraaold character, peaaonality and emotlonal clisorders on their
trnrt lneid.ent to belng dtrty in an effort to olean tb.eir skirts and trying to save
their hidesr losing garne ead sinking ship" These people are their own worst ene-
mies, beoause thoy elo not lcoow how to be, nor ecn:Iit they be decent 1f they knew
hovr. I flnd lt harit to eomprehend how thls arrangement eould ever have eome lnto
beingr moreso how it could h.avo beea aided, abetted.n propagated, pe:petuated, etc.,
tn dealtng with what and, wh.o bad to be d.eal"t with, and f certalnly eannot see why
it shoul-d or hcrs lt aan ba eontiuued rnuch longer eonsj.deriug who and r,rrhat wlIL bave
to be ciealt wi.th frgm nosr otr and hereafter. IlltimateJ-y, lt has beea rnatnly a
swlndle, fraud, racket, of what have you, and that is as they rvould like to keep
it, on-ly lonpger, bigger, more profltable, end. tn ad vrlth nore flagrant disregar'd
of all courtesy, etlquette and ethics as far as anythlng or enybody ndght be con-
cerned,.

Hlshlng you a Eappy Nevr Year, I am

Sineerely yours,

.1o>,trt|,fu,t
George F. freller, k.

{
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( December g1r 1954

hirs. Iiary Pud.ney
510 ?,'ieBean 3t., Apt 2?8,
Feoria, ILl"

Ueaf niifs. fU(lney:

Here at l4orningside we are Joi"ning tbe rest of the world in hearty antielpatlon of
Christraas, with lts deltghtful feellngs of good wtlL toward men. i$e have always
joined, in tbe festivj.ties in a bomelike $lety, and we a?* rrow deeoratlng our house"
jts ln any smaLl eo:nriunity, each of our seetlons is d.oing its best to have the rnost
Chrlstmae feellng in its atmosphere" Each group has lts oirya Christraas tree and other
decorations to give a tradlt.ional yet person&l Christmas settlngo

Tbe festivities of the day begin witb the hospltal cholr vlsiting one ard all, slng-
ing Chrlstmas CaroLs. They are foll-orateC by old $t. $lek hingelf and, perhaFs boast-
fulIy, we belleve our partieular $t. ir-isk ls one of the most jovial on reeord.. He
beers with hin a soek stuff ed witb frul"t, trrts and candy f or each pati.ent and a per-
sonally selected gift for eaeh from the hospltal, Se also earries srith him the gifts
vfrrich bave aruivod from frlends and relatives.

fbe ll,orning Ilasses quickS-y and, before we kaow it, it is time for Chrlstmas dlnnero
This 1g the meerl of the yearo Turkeys and all the trlmnings, purpkln aari rninee ples
raake thls a truly gala feast"

$horbly afier d.inner everyone gathers at ihe party which i.s always the hlgh. point of
the day" Thls year, as for akaost twenty-five years pastr our party features Flonts
Bal1ou and. his famous Dixieland Sase Band. &{onte is a flrst rate entertalnor and no-
bod.y wants to miss the party. th.e frientll-laess everlrwhere evld.ent if difflcult to
comprebead. without actually experieaclng one of these qarnelous oecasslons, ft ls
usualLy in tho course of thls three hour entertalnment that patlents exahange glfts
among thornselves.

We are d.oing everything possible so that Frqnk enJoys the Chrlstnas season ln a tra-
d.itlonal homelike fasblono To erpress our Christrras wish to you, wey' are sond.tng a
photograph of your brother taken l"ast week to say to you

A very MerrT Chrletnas

WtLltan tr{o Thornpson., H. D.
For ttre entlro Staff of L'{orningstde
Hoepltal
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